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Dear Parents: 
 

Our fourth and final book discussion of the year will be held on Tuesday, April 16th at the                  
library in the Hauppauge Middle School from 5:45 until 7:00 pm. This special night will be open                 
to all students in grades 5th - 8th. To make this event even more exciting, we will be combining                   
this final Book Chat with an Art Show.  
 

BOOK CHAT: Students are asked to select one book to read prior to the Book Chat on April                  
16th. A summary of each text that has been chosen for the Book Chat can be found on the                   
reverse side of this letter to guide students in making their selection. All participants will be                
responsible for obtaining their own books and reading the book prior to the Book Chat session                
in order that they may share their thoughts and feelings about the text.  
 
The Book Chat can be attended by any 5th - 8th grade student within our district. Students are                  
welcomed to bring a relative who would like to share this experience. While adult participation is                
an option, it is certainly not mandatory. Any student may select a book and attend the discussion                 
on his/her own since each chat will be a chaperoned event. 
 
ART SHOW: Artwork from select 6th, 7th, and 8th grade student artists will be displayed in and                 
around the library. Students who will have art on display will be receiving a separate invitation                
notifying them of such.  
 
During this event, we will also feature an opportunity for all Book Chat/Art Show attendees to                
create an original piece of art that will become a part of a large-scale display to commemorate                 
the evening under the theme, Everyone Belongs. Light refreshments will be provided for all. 
 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 761-8321. I am certain that                   
the conversations during the Book Chat, the wonderful pieces of student art on display and the                
creative arts and crafts activities will prove to create a wonderful evening for all those that                
attend. We hope to see you on April 16th.  
 

Respectfully, 
 

Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D.                                                        Laura Landor, Ed.D.  
 

Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D.                                                Laura Landor, Ed.D.  
Director of English Language Arts                                        Director of Fine and Performing Arts 
 



 
Please complete the form attached to this letter and return it to your child’s English               
teacher by Monday, April 15th  
 

______I am interested in joining my child for the “Book Chat” on April 16th  
 

______My child is interested in joining the “Book Chat” by him/herself 
 

Please check off your book selection:  
 

• Counting by 7’s by Holley Goldberg Sloan - ____  
 

• Restart by Gordon Korman - ____  
 

• El Deafo by Cece Bell - ____  
  
Student’s Name____________________Parent’s Name____________________ 
 

English Teacher____________________Phone Contact____________________ 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
BOOK CHAT #4                   Tuesday, April 16, 2019 
(5:45-7:00 pm) 
Counting by 7’s by Holley Goldberg Sloan (Fiction) 
Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical            
conditions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect                  
with anyone other than her adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly                
happy life . . . until now. Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically changed when her parents both                 
die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a baffling world. The triumph of this book is that it is not                      
a tragedy. This extraordinarily odd, but extraordinarily endearing, girl manages to push through             
her grief. Her journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully believable surrogate family is a                
joy and a revelation to read. 
  
Restart by Gordon Korman (Fiction) 
Chase's memory just went out the window. Chase doesn't remember falling off the roof. He               
doesn't remember hitting his head. He doesn't, in fact, remember anything. He wakes up in a                
hospital room and suddenly has to learn his whole life all over again . . . starting with his own                    
name. He knows he's Chase. But who is Chase? When he gets back to school, he sees that                  
different kids have very different reactions to his return. Some kids treat him like a hero. Some                 
kids are clearly afraid of him. One girl in particular is so angry with him that she pours her                   
frozen yogurt on his head the first chance she gets. Pretty soon, it's not only a question of who                   
Chase is--it's a question of who he was . . . and who he's going to be. 
  
El Deafo by Cece Bell  (Graphic Novel/ Biography) (Nonfiction) 
Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going to school and making new                 
friends while wearing a bulky hearing aid strapped to your chest? That requires superpowers! In               
this funny, poignant graphic novel memoir, author/illustrator Cece Bell chronicles her hearing            
loss at a young age and her subsequent experiences with the Phonic Ear, a very powerful—and                
very awkward—hearing aid. The Phonic Ear gives Cece the ability to hear—sometimes things             
she shouldn’t—but also isolates her from her classmates. She really just wants to fit in and find a                  
true friend, someone who appreciates her as she is. After some trouble, she is finally able to                 
harness the power of the Phonic Ear and become “El Deafo, Listener for All.” And more                
importantly, declare a place for herself in the world and find the friend she’s longed for. 


